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The daughter of a clerical officer in the Post Office, Barbara Carmeta Bowen-Dunkley, and an insurance 

salesman, Melvyn Duncan Dunkley, Karren's story began in Ensom City, Spanish Town, Jamaica. Life 

was not easy for young Karren, a graduate of St. Catherine High School and Wolmers Girls (Sixth Form), 

but her fighting spirit enabled her to rise from the ashes. She hasn't looked back, except when she shares 

her story to inspire others. 

  

Dr. Dunkley is a public intellectual, strategist, intercultural competency/leadership coach, and 

internationally recognized educator who has served in various high-level leadership positions in New 

York City and Philadelphia. Dr. Dunkley has enjoyed a life of service in education as an urban district 

deputy superintendent, principal, teacher, and coach.  

 

Dr. Dunkley catapulted into the United States' consciousness in 2011 when she addressed a standing-

room-only crowd on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., at the Congressional briefing on the Family 

Engagement in Education Act, regarding the importance of family engagement in transforming urban 

schools and increasing student achievement. 

 

Dr. Dunkley loves working with people and supports many organizations dedicated to human 

empowerment and development. She has lectured at several colleges and universities across the United 

States and the Caribbean, presented and facilitated at national conferences, and served on the Education 

Transition Team for recently elected Mayor of New York City, Eric Adams. 

 

Dr. Dunkley is the proud recipient of the prestigious Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback Foundation, 

recognizing her as one of Philadelphia's best principals. She is also the recipient of the Tuskegee 

University Education Advocacy Award, the Omega Psi Phi Educational Achievement Award, the 

Opportunities Industrial Center Impact Award, the Team Jamaica Bickle Distinguished Achievement and 

Contribution to Education Award, the St. Catherine High Distinguished Alumni Award,  the Jamaica 

Nurses Group of New York Distinguished Trailblazer & International Service Award, and the Biden 

Presidential Achievement Lifetime Award. 

 

Since January 2020, Dr. Dunkley has served as the Global Jamaica Diaspora Council Representative for 

fourteen states in the Northeast United States. In this role, she has made enormous and measurable 

contributions to advancing Jamaica's national development and partnerships around the seventeen United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

 

She holds a doctorate in Urban Education with a concentration in Organization and Leadership from 

Teachers College, Columbia University, Master's degrees in Political Science and Education Leadership 

from St. John's University and Columbia University, respectively, and a bachelor's degree in Political 

Science with a minor in Education from St. John's University. Dr. Dunkley is a certified intercultural 

competency development practitioner and a Columbia Coaching Certification Program graduate. She is 

the founder, principal, and CEO of KND Consulting, LLC, an organizational leadership, and development 

company specializing in operational efficiency and advancing individuals' and organizations' capacities 

and competencies to ensure equity, access, diversity, inclusion, and excellence aligned with core strategic 

goals. 

 

 

 



 

 


